but I must admit the most enjoyment
that I have had from trials whether
riding, spectating or officiating was in
Time to put the caravan away and
the 70s.
get the trials bike out from all the
Have had an email from Geoff
accumulated rubbish at the back of
McEwen regarding a ‘run’ to Leiston
the shed! Yes, the trials season is fast to visit the Richard Garrett museum.
approaching. Perhaps we are
If my memory serves me right they
returning to the old season regime had a program about this museum on
scrambles in the summer and trials in the ‘box’ a few years ago and it looked
the winter. I write this because it is
quite an interesting place. Anybody
my understanding that trials this
interested in going on the ‘run’ (more
summer have seen very poor entries
details on page 12) would they please
which could well mean that organisers advise Geoff of their interest. If
will be reluctant to repeat the exercise enough people put their names
next year.
forward it will be ‘full steam ahead’ to
My wrist has been duly slapped by Leiston.
Mick Brown! The Wrabness Trial
Don, I haven’t forgotten you! I was
hoping to have included your item this
DOES take place on Sunday 27th
month but I didn’t want to rush it. All
September and you should find your
being well it will be in next month’s
entry form with this issue of T&T.
Sorry for any problems my error may T&T.
I must express a big thankyou to
have caused.
this month’s contributors - it makes
Looks like we‘ve got it right all
life so much easier when I have good
along! The FIM (international
copy and photographs to include.
governing body of motor cycle sport),
Looks as if we shall have a team in
it is strongly rumoured, are looking to
the ‘Arbuthnot’ again this year. Nice to
once again change the trials marking
see that ‘honorary EFA member’ Dave
system, and guess what, they are
Blanchard will be riding for us again.
giving serious thought to reverting to
A word of warning! I shall need
the ‘no stop’ rule. Well, we could have
told them the error of their ways years material for the October issue of T&T
by September 15th at the latest as we
ago! I think that the ‘stop and hop’
rules were one of the main reasons
will (hopefully) be sunning ourselves
that Pre65 classes came about. Those in Benidorm come clubnite.
of us who rode in the 70s and before
Thumpers time is fast approaching
were quite aware that trials were best - the years seem to be getting shorter
when a stop mean’t a five. The reason and shorter. Regs and entry forms will
behind the proposed/likely rule
be sent to all those who have ridden
change is to try and get rider and
the event in recent years. Those of you
spectator interest back to where it
who haven’t ridden or haven’t ridden
used to be. Personnaly, I gave up my
in recent years, then you will be able
occasional rides in Nationals and
to download them from the Thumpers
other ‘harder’ trials once the stopping website.
and hopping brigade came onto the
I have received notification of the
scene. I guess that I should have made South Midland Classic Trial which
the move to the Pre65 many years ago will be held on 11th October near
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Plonkers Trial
Sunday 25th October 2009

Snaque Pit, Belchamp, Nr Sudbury
Start at 11:00 am
Entries accepted at the start
A Trial for:
Pre 65 solos • Pre 65 sidecars • Twin Shocks
Youths/Juniors • Twin Shock sidecars
email: mikeharden@mypostoffice.co.uk

Tring in Hertfordshire. Thanks to
Mick Clarkson for this information more details available on page 3. This
trial has always enjoyed a good
reputation and could provide a good
starting point for the winter’s events.
Mike Harden and his merry men
have another Plonkers Trial on 25th
of October - this time at Snaque Pit.
Let us hope that he gets a big enough
entry to justify all the work and
expense that it entails.
As an aside - do you chuckle at the
Comparethemarket adverts on the
tele? If you do, then can I point you at
their ‘other’ site which you will be
surprised to learn is:

I have received some information
about the 2009 pre 70 Inter Centre
Team Trial from Clive Dopson who
has been appointed Team Manager.
He writes: The trial is on 13th
September and is being organised by
Sutton Falcons Motor Club starting
halfway between Chesterfield and
Matlock. The Eastern Centre Team is
as follows: Matthew Neale; Chris
Collins; Graham Brown; Andy Barrell;
Roger Higgs; Clive Dopson. Dave
Cordle is to be the official observer. As
a past team manager I tender my best
wishes to the team.
Best wishes,

Jim

Well it made me chuckle.

Please Note:
The closing date by which all articles and adverts to be included in the next issue
of Trials & Tribulations should reach the editorial office is normally the 25th of the
month preceding publication.
Material for inclusion in the magazine may be supplied in the following forms:
handwritten • typed • computer hard copy • fax • email • floppy disc
If providing computer hard copy, a font size of 12pt minimum is preferred whilst
articles supplied on floppy disc or sent via email should preferably be saved in text
or RTF format.
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South Midland Classic Autumn Trial - 11th October 2009
Through popular demand from many riders who have competed in the
South Midland Classic Trial held in April for the past ten years, the organisers
have decided to run a second event. The trial is usually run at Stokenchurch
near High Wycombe but this event will be held at Wiggington near Tring, Herts
on 11th October. The land, which the Hillingdon & Uxbridge club usually use,
is ideal for a British Bike trial with plenty of parking space and some excellent
sections. However, this land does not come cheap so a good sized entry is vital
to cover the cost. The format will be the same as the April Event with two
routes. PLEASE, all BRITISH BIKE RIDERS come and support this trial as
you are guaranteed a great days sport.
Regs are available from:
Mick Clarkson
6 Boughton Drive
Rushden
Northants
NN10 9HX
Tel: 01933 387743
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First of all, my apologies for missing the deadline for publication of August's
edition of T&T with the following account of our most recent tour which took
place on Saturday 25th July.
Thirteen machines of various types ranging from Greg's unique handbuilt
outfit to Geoff Daw's friends' military influenced solo left Chairman Ted's
"plaice" in very pleasant weather. We headed towards Boxted and then Stoke by
Nayland, through Higham and then Lower Raydon not far from the pit where
Mike Harden and his 'merry men' have their trials practise. Onwards through
Holton St Mary, under the A12 flyover at Four Sisters and through to East
Bergholt. We continued our ride enjoying the wooded areas around Gt Bentley,
crossing the railway into Tattingstone village and then riding over the Alton
Water reservoir crossing. Travelling through Chelmondiston we could see the
giant cranes at Felixstowe docks in the distance gradually getting larger as we
followed the River Orwell to Shotley where we stopped for a short break. We
were lucky to witness the departure of a cruise liner from Parkestone Quay as
it was headed down the River Stour to destinations unknown.

After being suitably refreshed with some taking advantage of the nearby
Bristol Arms watering hole we continued the ride through Holbrook and the
majestic grand old buildings of the Royal Hospital School.
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We then rode through Stutton, the home of Don French's family where many
of us have been privileged to visit and view his vast private collection of motor
cycles.
We continued to follow the River Stour, crossing this at Cattawade bridge,
taking us into Manningtree following which we arrived at Mistley and sampled
the excellent nosh from the chippie overlooking the quay.
We were grateful to Dabber for the effort put into this event to make it
possible for all of us who took part to enjoy.
EPILOGUE (one week later)
Chairman Ted is going about the task of preparing a family barbie, suitably
attired with apron etc, when he is rudely interrupted by the arrival of El
Presidente and Sylvia who are accompanied by Phill Smith.
It is reputed that something like the following conversation ensued:
"Hello Ted."
"Hello Ian. What are you doing here?"
"I've arrived here to take part in Tim's Tour."
Priceless!! It has been suggested that aforementioned not only puts a bike
sat nav on the christmas list but one with a date/notepad facility!

Geoff Daw
Humphrey Lyttelton was famous for his deadpan delivery of
outrageous double entendres on I'm Sorry I Haven't A Clue.
Most featured the erotic escapades of the show's
fictitious scorer, Samantha.
Here is one of the funniest - printable - examples:
- Samantha has got to go off early to meet an entomologist
friend who's been showing her his collection of winged
insects. They've already covered his bees and wasps and
tonight she's hoping to go through his flies.
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This is something to think about when negative people are doing their best to
rain on your parade. So remember this story the next time someone who knows
nothing, and cares less, tries to make your life miserable.
A woman was at her hairdresser's getting her hair styled for a trip to Rome
with her husband. She mentioned the trip to the
hairdresser, who responded:
"Rome ? Why would anyone want to go there? It's
crowded and dirty. You're crazy to go to Rome . So, how
are you getting there?"
"We're taking Continental," was the reply. "We got a
great rate!"
"Continental?" exclaimed the hairdresser. "That's a
terrible airline. Their planes are old, their flight
attendants are ugly, and they're always late. So, where
are you staying in Rome?"
"We'll be at this exclusive little place over on Rome's Tiber River called Teste."
"Don't go any further. I know that place. Everybody thinks it's gonna be
something special and exclusive, but it's really a dump, the worst hotel in the
city! The rooms are small, the service is surly, and they're overpriced. So,
whatcha' doing when you get there?"
"We're going to go to see the Vatican and we hope to see the Pope."
"That's rich," laughed the hairdresser. "You and a million other
people trying to see him. He'll look the size of an ant. Boy, good
luck on this lousy trip of yours. You're going to need it."
A month later, the woman again came in for a hairdo. The
hairdresser asked her about her trip to Rome.
"It was wonderful," explained the woman, "not only were
we on time in one of Continental's brand new planes, but it
was overbooked, and they bumped us up to first class. The
food and wine were wonderful, and I had a handsome 28-yearold steward who waited on me hand and foot.
And the hotel was great! They'd just finished a $5 million
remodeling job, and now it's a jewel, the finest hotel in the city. They,
too, were overbooked, so they apologized and gave us their owner's
suite at no extra charge!"
"Well," muttered the hairdresser, "that's all well and good, but I know you
didn't get to see the Pope."
"Actually, we were quite lucky, because as we toured the Vatican, a Swiss
Guard tapped me on the shoulder, and explained that the Pope likes to meet
some of the visitors, and if I'd be so kind as to step into his private room and
wait, the Pope would personally greet me.
Sure enough, five minutes later, the Pope walked through the door and shook
my hand! I knelt down and he spoke a few words to me."
"Oh, really! What'd he say?"
"He said: "Where'd you get the shitty hairdo?"
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More than Expected . . .
The unloved Bultaco had gone, skipping away to someone who might be
able to exploit its potential, and leaving in its wake a disenchanted non rider.
But not for long....
For on the way home from work was a magic emporium where minutes
would turn into hours, well good half hours, while the young wife was
preparing tea or bathing the baby. No, this was not the local pub but a
somewhat out of place shop specialising in the repair of old mopeds and so on.
This shop has moved with the times and now deals with mobility aids for the
infirm and no doubt you could get a good discount if you are an ex trials rider
for you will be known by the owner.
On one of these frequent random visits the champ half took out his fag and
said "Why don't you try a Montesa then?"
Was this a sponsored ride? Well yes,I think it was, because everyone knew
the champ could win on one of these but
could someone like you and me get the
hang of it? A shrewd move I think by
the businessman of the time.
Except the Montesa had other
ideas. With it's big hubs and big
rims and slightly rounder tank
the Montesa was angry that the
champ had turned his attention
to the younger slimmer model. So
what did she do, she had served
him well with complete
response to his delicate touch, few marks and many wins and now what? Was
she expected to perform for this no hoper? No way....
Well she squirmed and she spat and she hummed so smoothly that the
rider just could not tell what she would do next. One moment she would be
rolling along nicely and then, undetected, the revs would rise dramatically and
spin the wheel dumping the then lightweight rider off, usually on the downside
of the hill so causing maximum effort to re-mount. This rapidly exhausted the
rider but the bike would not break. Not nothing, no broken mudguards, no
broken levers not even a jammed throttle. You know you've had them all but
she was tough as old boots and survived all attempts to get even.
This clearly could not go on for long as it was doing no good for business at
all and the bike had to go off to another more hopeful rider. Perhaps that was
you.
And yet the episode had kept the rider calling at the shop and talking trials
and soon there were to be further developments.
It would be a smaller and lighter machine and significantly cheaper too.
See if you can guess...

Uno Hoo
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The picture above was taken at this year’s Weeting Steam Rally showing
some of the bikes on display together with the steam engines.
Despite the rain and thunder storms, the event was well attended and
thoroughly enjoyed.
It was a great honour to Chris Bater, who was sadly missed.
Alan Robinson

Boxford Bookstore
purveyors of books, maps etc to all and sundry

Get your 2010 Diary NOW!
Maps of East Anglia
(ideal for ‘motorcyclists’)

also TomTom specialist
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On the 29th July 2009 the Greenwich Motor Club organised an audience
with a few of the original motorcycle testers from the Plumstead AMC factory
in London.
This was held at the community
centre in the pretty little village of
Eynsford. This is situated fairly close
to the bottom of Death Hill and not
too far from Brands Hatch.
Alan Jones and Bill Hawkins were
the two Testers that had been seated
in front of the audience but other
important people would join in the
discussions during the evening. The
social club was packed to the rafters
with many enthusiasts rubbing
shoulders with the likes of Paul
Smart and Colin Seeley, who were
also there to listen to those nostalgic
stories as told by people who
‘actually worked’ for the great
Matchless factory.
We had a presenter to conduct
proceedings and we were all
encouraged to ask as many questions
as possible. This format went extremely well and we had reached the break
period in the wink of an eye, or so it seemed.
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During the break we had a rare archive film to view which had been taken
by Alan Jones all those years ago when the Norton Commando was having
trouble with frame breakages around the steering head area. Another
Matchless employee by the name of Bill Brooker (but not the very famous trials
one) was one of the destruction testers as they pounded the pavé in an attempt
to break the frame where the steering head joins the downtubes. Apparently
the British public had no problems with frame breakages but the American
desert racers broke them with regular monotony. An extra triangulated tube
solved the problem. What stands out in the film is the safety clothing that Bill
Brooker was wearing! It consisted of a crash hat, Tee shirt, Bermuda style

shorts and trainer type shoes! Do you think that Health and Safety would
allow that in this day and age?? No! Such was the carefree life way back then.
Also during the break many old photographs were perused and old testers’
information sheets could be studied in detail. Talking to Bill Hawkins during
the break, I discovered that every single bike that came down the line was
actually road tested! The main test route would be to Ramsgate or Margate but
in-between, Johnsons Cafe was a favourite venue and some bikes would tot up
the mileage on their centre stands while a cup of Johnsons infamous tea was
slowly consumed. Also it was woe-betide any tester that came back to the
factory with blued exhaust pipes. This was a definite no no!
After the refreshment break the tales of yesteryear continued. There was
rumour from past times that Matchless motorcycles were always that bit faster
than the equivalent and identical AJS bikes. Bill Hawkins put it all into
perspective when he stated that old chap on the production line who did the
ignition timing was quite often a bit inaccurate, so the ‘marque’ that he worked
on did not perform quite as expected. Mystery solved!
Bill Brooker who had been propping up the bar (but still quite sober) was
invited to take the stand and microphone and reminisce. He had only worked
for AMC for a few years mainly on Commando development and testing, but
he was able to entertain us with several anecdotes.
Bill Cakebread also joined in with many interesting stories, he had
graduated from an apprentice to the drawing office and had dealings with the
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later Porcupine Racing bikes. He has written a book entitled ‘Motorcycle
Apprentice’ which wife Sue bought for me during the evening and she got Bill
to autograph it as well. I look forward to reading it. Another chap also took
the microphone and relayed many tales of the AMC as he had worked his way
up to the experimental shop, his
dream job he said. Another
enthusiast called Don Overall took
the mike whilst still seated in the
audience. Well he was 96 years
young! I mentioned him in Old Bike
recently as there has been reference
to early swinging arm conversions.
Don I believe used to make these up
for Deeprose Motorcycles in South
East London. He also used to work
for Sturmey Archer Gearboxes in the
old days on the assembly line.
It had been a fantastic and
nostalgic evening, talked away with
those fast disappearing employees
who worked for the factory!! So
much information had been imparted
to us enthusiasts that I would need to
write a book to relay all the
information and stories to you that we experienced on that memorable night.
My thanks go to everyone involved for such a fantastic evening. Also thanks
to Dave Mills of the Greenwich and VMCC clubs for inviting me and Sue on the
night.

Dave Blanchard
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I have received an email from Geoff McEwen regarding a proposed ride to
the Richard Garrett Steam Museum in Leiston which would be a ride of abouut
60 miles from the suggested starting point of the Alma at Copford Green.
Geoff writes:
“I was thinking that a possible date
could be 3rd October .
If we met at the Alma in Copford
Green, it would need to be at 11.00
hours or thereabouts so that we could
be at Leiston for lunch, have time to visit
the museum and return home before it
got too dark
There may be refreshment available
at the museum. I could arrange those in
advance.
Those who may not want to look at
steam engines would probably find other
things to do in Leiston.
There are bound to be a number of
fish and chip shops
There is an entrance fee at the
museum of £4.50 or £4.00 for seniors.
Can we maybe get a feel at the
meeting in September of how many
could be interested?
It would not be our normal type of
country lane riding - mainly A12 stuff.
You can call me, Geoff McEwen, on
07732 473564 if you need more info.”

A Doctor was addressing a large audience in Manchester . . .
“The material we put into our stomachs is enough to have killed
most of us sitting here years ago. Red meat is awful. Soft drinks
corrode your stomach lining, Chinese food is loaded with MSG.
High fat diets can be disastrous, and none of us realizes the
long-term harm caused by the germs in our drinking water. But
there is one thing that is the most dangerous of all and we all have,
or will, eat it. Can anyone here tell me what food it is that causes
the most grief and suffering for years after eating it?”
After several seconds of quiet, a 75-year-old man in the front
row raised his hand, and softly said, “Wedding Cake”.
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There has been a further tour
arranged for Saturday 26th September
to leave the Eight Bells public house in
Bures at 3 o'clock.
See you there!

Sunday September 27th 2009
Priory Farm, Wheatsheaf Farm, Wrabness, CO1 2TA
Map Ref: TM 167310
Open to Pre65 & Twinshocks
10.30 start
enter on the day

More info:
Mick Brown: 01206 250462

BOYS - GET A GRIP!
The fabulous IRC Trials Tyres
Now Available
400 x 18 (tubeless)
£65 no VAT
400 x 18 (tube type)
£67 no VAT

Tel:

DOUG THEOBALD
07767 794749
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Quotes Taken from Performance Evaluations:
“Gates are down, the lights are flashing, but the train isn’t coming..”

Bumper Stickers
Nonconformists are all alike.
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Well, here we are again, nothing last month, as there
was very little of importance to tell you! This month
I have to tell you that if you would like to help
the Harwich club with the bike parking, at the
Essex Air Ambulance Run on September
13th as last year, then please contact, Evan
Clackett, social secretary 01255 552107. They
meet at the ‘1912 Club’ in Harwich at 10.00 on the
Sunday morning, we hope to have an EFA member there to meet
you. Please help these guys if you can, as they usually observe for us at our
Wrabness Trials. Please note, our next trial at Wrabness is on Sunday 27th
September and not on Friday 25th as
stated in last month’s magazine.
Also on Sept. 13th several club
members will be making their annual
pilgrimage to the Dorset/Wiltshire
borders for the ‘Arbuthnot’ Trial, we
have drafted Dave Blanchard into the
team again, and I think we have
another couple of runners this year.
The following weekend a couple
of us are heading north to Durham
for the ‘Beamish Trophy Trial’. This
Vintage Club event has a full entry of
120 already! So promises to be a
good day.
I know several members were
planning to ride in the ‘Old Codger
Trial’ this year on October 4th. It was
to be held at a new venue on Bagshot
Heath, but sadly it has been
cancelled. The official statement
states ‘A combination of
circumstances meant that we were

The late Jeff Clew

photo Mick Brown

CREATIVE PUNS FOR "EDUCATED MINDS"

The butcher backed into the meat
grinder and got a little behind in his
work.
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unable to guarantee that the standards of this year’s event would be up to
previous years, and holding the event away from its traditional venue appeared
to be a factor in reduced entries’.
Digging a bit deeper into the club’s website it seems that they are suffering
from an all too common complaint, lack of new workers, both with organizers
and observers.
I have just heard of the passing of a great character from the motorcycling
writing world, Jeff Clew, who many know from his monthly reminiscing
columns in Old Bike Mart. After the war Jeff wrote several books on
motorcycles, including works on Velocette and Douglas. He later joined Haynes
working on their famous workshop manuals. His first was the BSA Bantam.
Another one of his that I have on my book shelf is the Triumph Pre-Unit
Twins. He once told me, that at their peak, Haynes were publishing six
manuals in six months. When Jeff retired from Haynes he worked for a short
while for Clymer, the American workshop manual publishers.
A charming and enlightened chap that I was privileged to meet at several
Frome Classic events riding his 1957 Velocette or his 1948 Douglas. We will
miss him and his writing.

Dabber

Chris Mace

photo Mick Brown

Old age is inevitable, growing up is optional
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