
1

RIBULATIONS
RIALS &T JULY 2021

Vol.2 Issue 221



2

El President
Vice President
Chairman

Club Secretary

Treasurer

Committee

Championship Recorder

Trials & Tribulations Editor
& Website Administrator

Membership Secretary

ACTC Secretary

Ian Preedy
Chris Kearney

Ted Smith
Tel: 01206 841519

E-mail: chairman@eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk

Richard Challis
Mobile: 07989 344932

E-mail: secretary@eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk

Craig Crowfoot
E-mail: treasurer@eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk

Brian Fletcher, Chris Mace, Graham Braybrook,
Phil Smith, Rob Clarke, Chris Chapman, John Beasley

Kevin Hood

Chris Canham
10 The Close, Waldingfield Road,

Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 2QA
Tel: 01787 374399 Mobile: 07963 467922

E-mail: editor@eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk

Kevin Plummer
E-mail: membership@eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk

Mobile: 07774 277144

Kevin Davie
Mobile: 07801 138769

E-mail: secretary@anglia-classic-trials-club.co.uk

THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL

Disclaimer  -   The articles and comments published herein do not necessarily represent the views
of the Eastern Fourstroke Association, they are the opinions of individual contributors and are
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Front Cover
Tim’s Tours - “Waiting for their boat to come in”

Well, it’s still July (just), best
laid plans of mice and men

and all that this light T&T didn’t
get finished as soon as I’d hoped.
So apologies Tim if you lost a few
participants for your tour.

Sidge continues his “Towards
Section Ends” and we have Trevor

Hill beginning his “Musings”.
There’s also a couple of other arti-
cles in the pipeline, just stretching
it all out bit.

Here’s looking forward to club
trials starting up again in?
September?

Keep ‘yer feet up,

EDITORIAL

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN'S IPAD

It is with great sadness I have to inform you of the death a former club
member Mick Higgins who passed away on June 30th. Our thoughts

are with his family. Those of you who can remember Isambard
Kingdom Higgins bridges in Friday Woods will never forget.

The club will have a stand at the Museum of Power at Langford on the
the 2nd of August any one wishing to display a bike please get in

touch with Don Daly on 01787 477045.

We also hope to have a stand/display at The Copdock bike show on
19th September again get in touch with Don or Ted on 01206 841519.

Please, please do not leave it too late as passes are very difficult to get
hold of and there is a limited amount at Copdock (COVID permitting.)

All for now, Ted.

Apologies if this comes out too late for the Museum of Power show, Ed.

Ask the experts - you know it makes sense!

https://www.eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EFAandACTC.ClassicMotorcycleTrialsClub/
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Doug Munson was an experi-
enced and award-winning tri-

als rider for the Castle club. In his
earlier days in the 1950`s, he had
campaigned on AJS machines, but
had been perhaps one of those who
saw early on, the advance of the
lightweights as inevitable. Conse-
quently, he bought a Greeves and
continued to do well. I had been
getting increasingly frustrated with
my Cub – principally with the igni-
tion which, as I explained earlier,
was inclined to misfire at the most
inconvenient times. It had come to
a head at a Castle trial where I was,
as it turned out, giving the redoubt-
able Doug Theobald on his works
Dot, a run for his money. At a
tricky section at Tattingstone in-
volving a tree-lined climb which
was bisected by a sharp lip of out-
standing roots, rider after rider
failed to clear this extra hazard. I
went up at a reasonably fair clip
and duly surmounted them – to
cheers from the several spectators.
Alas, during that instant where af-
ter surmounting a major hazard, a
rider has to regain his equilibrium,

“Phit!” - the engine stopped. I was
unaware until later that this annoy-
ing incident – which we all suffer at
times – cost me the trial. But that's
sport and the devil takes the hind-
most.
   Doug Munson who had wit-
nessed my failure came to me at
the end of the trial and sympa-
thised with my bad luck, He then

offered me a test ride on his
Greeves. Having previously ridden
Peter Redpath’s Greeves, I had
thought them too long and rather
awkward for me to ride well in trial
sections but now in trying Doug's
over some ballast heaps in the car
park, I concentrated more on the
engine and how utterly reliable the
Villiers two-stroke was at low speed.
I have always preferred  - where
possible – to tackle sections at a
minimal pace and the re-assurance
of an engine which would not give
up and stop was uppermost in my
mind. I think Doug had eaten all
his sandwiches by the time I
brought his Greeves back and by
that time, I had made up my mind.
My handling worries would be over-
come – a two-stroke powered bike
and hopefully a Greeves, would be
my next bike. However, such was
my finances – I was still paying for
the Tiger Cub – it would have to be
a second-hand one.
    Oddly enough, before this
change of machine took place, I
won two trials outright – on the Ti-
ger Cub! The first was in December
1963 which was an Essex and Suf-
folk Border event and the next was
at Leiston, a meeting run by the
club of the same name – now sadly
defunct – staged at Mumberry Hills
near to the Sizewell power station.
This particular event was a “trial”
in more ways than one.

   We started from Pat Keeble`s
garage and immediately I started

TOWARDS “SECTION ENDS”
PART TWELVE
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the Cub, it misfired and despite
much panicky fiddling with the
points, it would not behave. In
those days of trials involving road
work, riders were dispatched at
half-minute or minute intervals
and I eventually found myself alone
in the empty garage forecourt. I
recall a boxer dog  suddenly came
up from nowhere and being on my
knees - still tinkering – he gave me
an affectionate lick.   “Sod it” I said
out loud and remembering Trevor
Cooper`s casual advice on misfiring

Bantams, I pushed the spark plug
gap to about 8 thou and gave it
another try. It fired up and ran as
evenly as the “Flying Scotsman”.  I
leapt on it and hammered down
the road to catch up with the trial –
and won it!  One more thing oc-
curred – the seat fell off!  This inci-
dent was given some prominence
by the press reports of the time –
but did I care?....

 Sidge

“I am afraid I have no
relevant photos but I
do include a general

one with some
historical interest of a
twin-cylinder AJS in

the ISDT.”

Sidge
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Muses on Trials Riding
Through the (many) Years

Chapter 1. The Beginnings

My elder brother worked for the
DHSS and used to go out to

visit clients, as a result he would
come across various cars and mo-
torbikes. One he obtained was a
150cc D5 BSA Bantam which had
been lightly modified with heavier
duty front forks, a low level ex-
haust with an upswept silencer,
trials bars and a slightly larger rear

wheel sprocket. I think I was 16 at
this time.

One of my schoolmates
swapped his 175 D7 motor for the

150 D5 motor, as he wanted the
cheaper road tax. I “tuned” the mo-
tor and it ran quite nicely with
more poke than standard. We used
to ride this at a nearby quarry, of-
ten with a friend who had a
Greeves fitted with a Cub engine
(horrible combination!).

We used to go watch Trials
around the Otley (Yorkshire) area

and also at Post Hill with the likes
of Arthur, Alan and Martin Lamp-
kin and Peter Gaunt, so we decided
to join the West Leeds MCC. I rode

Riding my first Bantam in Adel Quarry,
Leeds, circa 1967
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my first trial on this Bantam, in
1968, in a Novice trial near Yeadon.
The site is now a garden centre.
Being young and naive I was ex-
pecting a wide variety of older bikes,
or like mine, a lightly converted
road bike, but no, it appeared eve-
ryone except for me was on a brand
new Ossa, Montessa or Bultaco!
This was a real baptism of fire,
there was no way with the gearing
my Bantam had (1st gear was
around what on my current trials
Bantam is 3rd) and only a 3 inch
wide, rock hard, rear tyre. To my
credit, although I took 5’ on some
sections, I did finish and somehow
I wasn’t last! This would be the on-
ly time I rode this bike in a trial as
although fun to ride around the
quarry area it was in no way suita-
ble for trials.

My brother also acquired a
197cc Villiers engined DOT. We
never could get the thing running;
in hindsight I am sure it was an
ignition problem. I got a damaged
SS90 road bike and we put the
DOT wheels in that to create a tri-
als bike. The SS90 was basically a
tuned B40, so the motor was really
too fierce for trials and also incredi-
bly heavy. Although my brother
used to ride it he never competed
in a trial and I much preferred the
Bantam.

Here ends my first chapter as
in 1969 I went off to Middlesbrough
to get my Maths degree.

Trevor Hill

TIM’S TOURS 2021
Right you lot.

Tim's tours are holding
another 2021 event on the

17th July.
We will be departing from the

Copford Alma at 2:30pm
prompt’ish. All are welcome.

For further details,
phone head office on

07761822223
The management.
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DRUM BRAKE EXCHANGE BRAKE SHOES (ALL TYPES)
Standard or oversize linings for worn drums with a material that works.

Call Kevin Plummer on 07774 277144

Ken Davis 1958 Ariel Leader
Retained reg, matching engine/frame numbers, many used spares,

almost enough to build another bike.
£1800

Triumph 3TA 1958 converted to trials
Matching engine/frame numbers, cub hubs, SWM seat & tank unit

£1500

BSA B40 converted to trials
Ex WD engine, cub hubs and subframe, alloy tank.

£1500

DOT 1964? Trials
250 9e engine upgraded with 32/37a parts, square barrel top end

£1300

BSA 175 Bantam
1967, green logbook, road bike, shed find, dual seat and carb missing,

will require  a complete overhaul, but looks all original?
£400

All in one price available includes a bike trailer.

Bikes unavailable until after 24th July
Please don’t call before then.
John Phillips 01702-232018

FOR SALE

http://www.vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk
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KEEPING TRACK!  July 2021

Club fixture list & some classic events further afield

Unit 6, East Street, Braintree, Essex CM7 3JJ

Email: challisautospares@yahoo.co.uk  www.challisautospares.co.uk

Coil Rewinding Available - Discount to all Club Members

July 17th Tim’s Tours, From The Alma at 2:30 pm
August 2nd Museum of Power Bike Show, Langford.
Sept. 19th Copdock Bike Show, Ipswich

VINTAGE ENGINEERING
SUFFOLK

THE HOME OF PRECISION ENGINEERING

AIMED AT THE CLASSIC CAR & BIKE MARKET SPECIALISING IN
OBSOLETE COMPONENT MANUFACTURING

Whether you need a component modifying, prototype making or small
production machining, we can help you with any problem, no matter
how complex. Thanks to our extensive knowledge, flexible business
hours, and availability at short notice, we are guaranteed to meet all

your expectations.

TEL: 01787 375448 / 07835 686856
andy@vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk
www.vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk

There will not be a Club Championship this year.

http://www.vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk
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FOR ALL
CLASSIC BIKES

ULTIMATE SHOCKS
Se� ng new standards with the separa� on of spring
preload and ride height adjustment, as well as length
adjustment between 335 and 385mm centres, these
shocks are available in Trials, Scrambles and Street
Shocks specifi ca� ons, to allow accurate se� ng up to suit
individual rider preferences. Ul� mate shocks can be fi� ed
either way up, spring up or down, to suit your installa� on
or preference.

@£203 a pair

CLUBMAN
TRIALS
For only
£79 a pair

CLASSIC ROAD BIKE
SHOCKS
Available in a number of
diff erent lengths to suit most
Classic bikes, with exposed
chrome springs or classic black
and chrome covers.

NJB
SHOCKS
www.njbshocks.co.uk

NJB Shocks Ltd
220a Maldon Road, Colchester, Essex CO3 3BD | Tel 07788 715163
email norman@njbshocks.co.uk website www.njbshocks.co.uk

A comprehensive range of shocks specifi cally
designed and manufactured to meet the
diff ering condi� ons for racing, scrambles,

trials and road use, in a choice of sizes, spring
weights and damping

Exposed chrome spring
@£86 a pair

Black/chrome covers
@£96 a pair


