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Front Cover
The Roger Birch Memorial Trial at Bromley Brook.

Photo by Marcus Watkins

CLUB CHAIRMAN NEEDED
A vacancy has arisen within the revolutionary council for the position
of Club Chairman. If you would like to put yourself forward, nominate

someone or find out what would be involved please contact Ted.

“D idn't we have a lovely time the
day we went to Bromley, A

beautiful day..…….” Yes, for a
change, the weather was superb
and plenty of compliments for the
course laid out, everything from a
clean to high double digits, just
about covered all the bases. Many
thanks for those who travelled from
far and wide to clear the sections,
set the course out and not forget-
ting the observers and clearer up-
pers.
 Congratulations to Chris and
Sarah who tied the knot at the end
of April to become Mr and Mrs Mc-
Kenzie, ones good a taking the odd
photo at a trial (I luv the sense of
motion Sarah captures in her pho-
tographs) when not picking up an
observers board and the other has
fun riding an old bike in the mud,
hold on, didn’t I see Sarah on a
tidy looking motorcicle at Bromley,
how long before we see Sarah tack-
ling the sections and giving Chris a
run for his money?
 A very photo-centric edition this
month, if you’d like more words to
read then the betting is so would
the majority. Got something to say,
good or bad, long or short, you
know what to do, pen to paper, fin-

ger to keyboard and send a bit of
prose in, doesn’t have to be just
about trials, all is much appreciat-
ed.
 A bit of a lull in stuff coming up
before the Diss MCC run round
three of the Class C champs, then
the club stands at the Weeting
Steam Fair in July followed by
Langford in August and Copdock in
September, if you’d like to bring a
bike see the corresponding person
in the ad. towards the back of the
T&T.
 Are we still wanting a Chair-
man Ted? Have you been sending
in your nominations? Yes but.. No
but..
 I suppose I should be writing
more relevant stuff to do with trials
- the club - etc. etc. but a cup of tea
is more appealing at the moment
after spending four hours tiling
underwater, it’s more of a struggle
than you might think when the old
blubbery body just wants to pop to
the surface like a cork. Time to get
the C15 out for a bit of a work out
and then you can thank me for
moving you all up one place in the
standings. Can’t be many fish in
Bromley Brook as I didn’t see Bob
diving in after one for his tea, but I
am told he’s handy with a hoover….

Keep yer feet up.

EDITORIAL

https://www.eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EFAandACTC.ClassicMotorcycleTrialsClub/
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The organisers give you a chance
to work on your bike in the big

multi-day events and the 1976
Welsh Two day trial was no excep-
tion. I think we had about twenty
or thirty minutes allocated and it is
astonishing what can be done in
that comparatively short time. I’ve
seen complete clutches, forks and
brakes all replaced with great skill
- and calm nerves! Indeed, in the
earlier events, doing some set task
of repair on the bike was often a
feature within the competition itself.
Usually it was something like
changing and refitting a tyre or
chain, or rear sprocket  – again, the
objective of going back to the time
of manufacturers wishing to use
these meetings to fully test their
products.

It was noticeable how well sup-
ported these meetings were by insti-
tutions such as our three military
services as well as the police and
similar organisations from across
the world. I recall the Hong-Kong
Police sent a team, their red embla-
zoned T-shirts being a distinct
sight in the Parc Ferme. I wonder if
that region is in any position to
send a similar team nowadays?
    My riding number was immedi-
ately behind a Police team rider in
the shape of Sgt. Dave Minskip,
quite a well known off-road per-
former in his day. Nonetheless, I
thought I would soon see him off. I
have never ever met Dave, though I
would like to have done and truth

to tell, I saw very little of him at
that meeting! On a specially modi-
fied Triumph, he rode with due con-
sideration on the road, yet very
quick and when we got on the
rough - oh my dear! I never ever
saw him! - only when he was wait-
ing quietly at the check points as I
caught breathlessly up. Since that
time, I have had the greatest re-
spect for the Police riders – if you
want to see superb, close-disci-
plined, slow-speed control of motor-
bikes, watch the parade through
the London streets at Princess
Diana`s funeral.

      I had found the first day rela-
tively easy and had only lost a few
marks on time and was therefore
beginning to think I might win a
medal. However, the organisers,
headed by Roger Maughfling – who
had former links to the Castle (Col-
chester) club - had a policy of giv-
ing us all an easy ride on Day-one
and reserved the fireworks for Day-
two. It certainly came to pass. I
even had problems at the start. I
had of course checked the bike dur-
ing the work period and had no
particular worries but as I had no-
ticed an occasional misfire and
sensing the famous Lucas 2MC
capacitor which I had fitted, might
be playing up, replaced the spark
plug by one with a reduced gap.
You were allowed one minute to
start when your particular time to
go arose and it was signalled by the
drop of a flag. Failure to do so pro-

TOWARDS “SECTION ENDS”
PART TWENTY THREE
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duced a penalty of 60 marks. A fair
crowd gathered around the Lland-
ridrod Well`s lake to watch the pro-
ceedings. I gave them some
entertainment as I kicked and
kicked. Nothing. Panic of course,
arose. Frantically, I viciously thrust
the kick-starter only to have a fee-
ble kick-back and a gentle “chuff”
from the exhaust. I believe I used –
loudly -  a very bad word, which
the onlookers received with great
jollity – the Welsh humour. But
they were on my side, for the next

kick, the BSA fired up and there
was a resounding cheer. Sweating
and hugely embarrassed, I stabbed
into gear and departed, mere sec-
onds ahead of the minute allow-
ance. Riding along to the first
check point on the road, enabled
me to relax – but not for long. It
was going to be a memorable day -
but for the wrong reasons....

Sidge

 " A cracking shot of a rider easing into a section in the 1952 Clayton
Trophy trial. Rock country sure enough - but surely that number plate is

from Essex?"

Sidge
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TIM’S “THE BORDERS” TOUR

………And then to
Earles Colne

Chippy.
(can you guess

what we’re doing?)
Just over 50 odd

miles and
a good time had

by all.

From Ted’s Plaice to
Monks Eleigh for a
cuppa via Stoke by

Nayland….

….On to Lavenham, Cavendish,
Clare, The Belchamps,

Gestingthorpe,….
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Continued over

ROGER BIRCH MEMORIAL TRIAL
Photos by Marcus, Sarah, Terry & Chris.
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FORTHCOMING SHOWS
BEING ATTENDED BY THE E.F.A.

Weeting Country Show. July 15th, 16th & 17th

contact Ted on 01206 841519.
Langford Bike Meet. August 7th

contact Don Daly on 01787 477045.
Copdock Bike Show. September 4th

contact Don Daly.
Kempton Park Bike Show & Auto Jumble. December 3rd

Contact Don Daly.

Anyone interested in showing their bike/s please contact the
above people in GOOD TIME as passes have to be organised.

Passes cannot be obtained at short notice.

Unit 6, East Street, Braintree, Essex CM7 3JJ

Email: challisautospares@yahoo.co.uk  www.challisautospares.co.uk

Coil Rewinding Available - Discount to all Club Members

For Sale
Single Bike Box Trailer

All Steel lid lifts up, 10in wheels, garaged all the time.
Body, L - 7’9”. W - 3’6” to 3’9”. H - 4’ over wheels 4’6”

£275 Ono.
Tel: 01206 864636 / 07999557046.

http://www.vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk
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KEEPING TRACK!  JULY 2022

Club Fixture List & some other classic events in East Anglia

VINTAGE ENGINEERING
SUFFOLK

THE HOME OF PRECISION ENGINEERING

AIMED AT THE CLASSIC CAR & BIKE MARKET SPECIALISING IN
OBSOLETE COMPONENT MANUFACTURING

Whether you need a component modifying, prototype making or small
production machining, we can help you with any problem, no matter
how complex. Thanks to our extensive knowledge, flexible business
hours, and availability at short notice, we are guaranteed to meet all

your expectations.

TEL: 01787 375448 / 07835 686856
andy@vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk
www.vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk

June 5th Weeley Auto Jumble, CO16 9AG

June 7th EFA Club Night at Stanway Rovers FC Club House,
The Hawthorns, 50 New Farm Rd., CO3 OPG

July 5th EFA Club Night at Stanway Rovers FC Club House,
The Hawthorns, 50 New Farm Rd., CO3 OPG

July 15/ / 16 /17 Weeting Country Show
July 30th Diss MCC ACU Wattisfield, Class C Champ Rnd 3
August 7th Langford Bike Meet
September 4th Copdock Bike Show
Oct 2nd EFA ACU Snaque Pit Trial
Oct 30th Woodbridge & DMCC ACU TBC Class C Champ Rnd 4
Nov 27th EFA ACU Ian Preedy Mem Trial, Thorrington, Rnd 5 Class C
Dec 11th ACTC / EFA AMCA Boxford Bash Trial, Boxford Scouts Spinney
Dec 27th Woodbridge & DMCC ACU Butley, Class C Champ Rnd 6

Drum Brake Exchange Brake Shoes (All Types)
Standard or oversize linings for worn drums with a material

that works.
Call Kevin Plummer on 07774 277144

http://www.vintageengineeringsuffolk.co.uk
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FOR ALL
CLASSIC BIKES

ULTIMATE SHOCKS
Se� ng new standards with the separa� on of spring
preload and ride height adjustment, as well as length
adjustment between 335 and 385mm centres, these
shocks are available in Trials, Scrambles and Street
Shocks specifi ca� ons, to allow accurate se� ng up to suit
individual rider preferences. Ul� mate shocks can be fi� ed
either way up, spring up or down, to suit your installa� on
or preference.

@£235 a pair

CLUBMAN
TRIALS
For only
£89 a pair

CLASSIC ROAD BIKE
SHOCKS
Available in a number of
diff erent lengths to suit most
Classic bikes, with exposed
chrome springs or classic black
and chrome covers.

NJB
SHOCKS
www.njbshocks.co.uk

NJB Shocks Ltd
220a Maldon Road, Colchester, Essex CO3 3BD | Tel 07788 715163
email norman@njbshocks.co.uk website www.njbshocks.co.uk

A comprehensive range of shocks specifi cally
designed and manufactured to meet the
diff ering condi� ons for racing, scrambles,

trials and road use, in a choice of sizes, spring
weights and damping

Exposed chrome spring
@£95 a pair

Black/chrome covers
@£105 a pair


