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Thank you to everyone who in 2023 was involved in the Club including
the riders, spectators, observers, caterers, land-owners, committee
members and those who contributed to and read the T&T.

Lastly, here is a shout out to my Dad, Paul Bilbow, for his phenomenal
ride at Little Bealings! It goes to show that the more bikes you buy the
better you get!

CHAIRMAN’S Wattlings
Just some information for you all, the AGM will be at Stanway Rovers FC,
50 New Farm Road, Colchester CO3 0PG, Tuesday March 5th

There will be food for you hungry mob. Start time for your information
Terry  is 7.30pm for 8pm start.

Also our next trial will be at Raydon pit Febuary 18th with a 10.30am
start, this will be a AMCA event sign on the day.
Any volunteers for signing on would be most welcome, it would give the
others a break.
We will be having a working party Feb 17th 9.30am anyone interested let
me know.

Many thanks,
                        Chris

20th Jan Stowupland Village Hall ACU Eastern Centre ACU Awards - Raffle, light refresh-
ments, nibbles and bar - 7:30pm

28th Jan Richard Greensides Tro-
phy Trial, Alderby

AMCA Lowesto  Invaders MCC, 10:30am Start, ACU

18th Feb Raydon ACTC EFA Enter on the Day, 10:30am Start

5th Mar EFA AGM Stanway Rovers FC, 50 New Farm Road, Colchester,
CO3 0PG, 7:30 - 8:00pm start

KEEPING TRACK! 2024

Club Fixture List & some other classic events.

Shout out from the Editor

From the Secretary
On behalf of the committee, thank you to Chris for sorting Little
Bealings and switching to AMCA. We’d also like to thank the Observers
for their dedication in the cold weather and for the working party.

https://www.eastern-fourstroke-association.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EFAandACTC.ClassicMotorcycleTrialsClub/
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In racing terms, perhaps to anyone
wishing to see the most revealing
motor sport in one day, I would
guess the weekday practice ses-
sions at Brands Hatch, gave the
best value. These took place in the
1960`s and were divided into three
groups, each taking twenty min-
utes per session. It was thereby an
opportunity to see solo motorbikes,
sidecars and racing cars, all circu-
lating within an hour. The other
factor added into this variety, were
the eminent personalities who at-
tended these sessions and to any-
one seriously interested in motor
sport on a fuller canvas, it was
probably as interesting as an actu-
al race meeting – without the
crowds or the entry costs. Amongst
many prominent riders I recall see-
ing, was Phil Read testing a Manx
Norton, with tuner, Steve Lance-
field wielding the spanners. A man
to be highly respected. It was he
who tuned the first single cylinder
100 mile-an-hour lap over the T.T.
Course. Works teams also turned
up for these sessions, to test their
bikes and try out mods. One I par-
ticularly remember, was the Japa-
nese Bridgestone company – who
most people would now only associ-
ate with tyres – but who in fact
manufactured motorbikes in the
1960`s. They turned up with a van-
load of 50cc racing bikes which
were duly tested by Jack Findlay,
an Australian rider - who also
would go on to take honours on the
Isle of Man.

I attended several of these sessions
– having to take time off work,
which with my employer at the
time, was an awkward process but
well worth the effort in getting the
bike set up for an actual meeting.
This of course, was the prime rea-
son for everyone and some of the
stuff I witnessed when it was the
turn of both chairs and cars, was
at times, hair-raising – or educa-
tional – yet always interesting. I
had never actually seen racing cars
in action, yet even in those far-off
days, it was apparent that motor-
cars – four-wheelers – performed
very differently on a race circuit
from solo motorcycles. My experi-
ence from watching both in close
sequence under the same condi-
tions, convinced me that whereby
the bikes take corners with some
finesse and a little assistance from
the laws of physics, the cars are
continually – almost brutally –
thrusting and attacking the corners
with no doubt tremendous stresses
involved – even to the driver. This
was exemplified by Jack Sears who
was a leading performer of the day,
particularly in the then evolving
`production` class. He turned up in
a mighty Ford Galaxy which had
the power to get round extremely
quickly but virtually on every bend
you could hear the tyre squeals in
protest as the monster literally
bludgeoned its way around. Fast
indeed but I would not have wished
to be his passenger!

TOWARDS “SECTION ENDS”
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As for the chairs – as ever, they
were always entertaining. They are
indeed the “Cinderella” of motor-
sport; this unlikely combination
turning a solo motorbike into a
three-wheeled vehicle. Invariably so
interesting, yet so often the most
overlooked of all branches of motor-
sport. And bless their hearts, the
chair lads (and lassies) are perhaps
the most enthusiastically united
bunch of any. They have to be! - for
the sidecar sessions at Brands usu-
ally provided the most incident
packed sessions of the day and fair-

ly often the outfits would stop
somewhere around the - luckily –
short circuit to be recovered or
pushed back.

But what was I doing with all this
gawking? After running up and
down the farm lane at home, I was
there to properly test my own Cot-
ton racer with its Villiers: “Starmak-
er” engine and thanks to my
previous attendances at the Beart-
Mortimer racing school, I knew my
way around. It all looked pretty
good... Sidge

Typical short circuit action of the 1960`s. All on British bikes, Phil Read leads Griff
Jenkins and Joe Dunphy. Later,  Read would go on to ride for Yamaha and MV

Augusta and achieve World Championship honours for both



8

MIXED PHOTOS - MARK GIBB

Laurie Bird memorial
trial
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Don at Copdock

Weeting
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Drum Brake Exchange
Brake Shoes

(All Types) & Tyres
Standard or oversize linings

for worn drums with a
material that works
Call Kevin Plummer
On 07774 277144

FOR SALE

Trials Bikes for Sale
Fantic 125

Very genuine bike, very good
condition, runs well, Trial ready.

£1595 will bring to the
Thumpers

Call Paul Bilbow
On 07950 644824

RADCO Engineering

Specialist engineering for classic and historic engines

Including: Rebores, Crank Regrinding, Alloy Welding and Cylinder Head
Repairs.

Robyn Slater
M 07970 114302


